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Section 1 Summary of Obligations
Annual Requirements
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 

An account is emailed the first Monday after the 31st of 
March and is due by 30 April each year.
ANNUAL RETURN

As soon as the AGM has been held and within three 
months of the annual balance date send to Dogs New 
Zealand (Dogs NZ). 
•	 List of executive officers with name, address and 

membership numbers
•	 Copy annual report
•	 Copy annual financial statements presented to AGM
•	 Contact address and telephone number for publication 

in NZ Dog World (advise Dogs NZ if the AGM is not held 
within three months of balance date).

ALTERATIONS TO INFORMATION

Any alteration to the following must be notified to Dogs 
NZ as soon as they occur.
•	 Names and addresses of Executive officers
•	 Contact address or telephone number

Changes of Rules
All proposed change of rules require the approval of 
Dogs NZ. Once passed the final text must be submitted 
to Dogs NZ. 

Show Licences and Dates
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW LICENCES

•	 Affiliated All Breeds Clubs – granted automatically
•	 Associated Clubs – apply up to two years in advance 

on form available from Dogs New Zealand 
•	 Dog Training Clubs (Obedience or Agility) – granted 

automatically

OTHER SHOW LICENCES OR CHANGE OF DATES

•	 Open Shows – apply at least two months prior to show
•	 Obedience fixtures – obtain consent of Region and 

Dogs NZ for Open Trials
•	 Agility events – obtain consent of Agility Committee 

and Dogs NZ for Open Trials
•	 Change of dates – apply as early as possible – Affiliated 

Championship show date changes must be advertised.
Show licences can be applied for online on your club home 
page, under Club Forms -  Online

Judges Approvals
New Zealand and Australian Judges – no prior approval 
necessary if listed as eligible to judge on Dogs New 
Zealand or Australian National Kennel Council Official 
Judges Panels.
All others apply as soon as possible giving residential 
address.

Show Requirements
SHOW SCHEDULE

Championship Shows, Championship Obedience Tests,  
Championship Agility Events and Championship Rally-O 
– Advertising compulsory – Due date published in the NZ 
Dog World.
Open Shows, Open Obedience Trials and Agility Events – 
advertising optional, draft must be forwarded for approval 
at least one month prior to show.
SHOW LEVIES

Championship Shows, Championship Obedience 
Tests, Championship Agility Events Open Shows, Open 
Obedience Trials, Agility Events, Obedience Working Trials, 
and AD Classes.
Due no later than one calendar month from the date the 
show is held – use the Dogs New Zealand levy form. If 
unpaid after one month from the required date, a 10% 
penalty will apply.
MARKED CATALOGUE

Championship Shows, Championship Obedience 
Tests, Championship Agility Events, Open Shows, Open 
Obedience Trials, and Agility Events and result sheets for 
Obedience Working Trials and AD Classes. Due within 14 
days after the fixture. Please email catalogues as the file 
is then uploaded to our website. Word or pdf file to be 
emailed to members@dogsnz.org.nz

Ribbon Parades, Obedience Ribbon Trials and 
Agility Ribbon Trials
An online schedule showing date, venues and judge 
must be submitted to Dogs NZ within 14 days of fixture. 
At the point of submitting the schedule, you can choose 
whether to publish or not. No Show levies are payable on 
these shows.

Matters to be Reported to Dogs New Zealand 
DISPUTES MATTERS

A report of any dispute matter must be sent within 14 days 
of any hearing or action taken.
MONORCHIDS OR CRYPTORCHIDS

Details of any dogs reported by a judge must be notified 
within seven days of the show.
WITHDRAWAL FROM COMPETITION

Details of any dog withdrawn from competition on the day 
of a show without justification and without the consent 
of the Show Manager (conformation shows only) must be 
reported at the conclusion of the show.
DOGS EXCLUDED FROM THE SHOW RING

Details of any dog excluded from the show ring by a judge 
because of its savage disposition must be reported  to the 
Show Manager immediately and Reported to the Dogs NZ.
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Section 2 Member Clubs
Member Society Structures
A club is an association of individuals who form a body to 
act for those individuals collectively. An official of a club 
is not acting in their own right but on behalf of the club. 
They are restricted to act in the name of the club only so 
far as they are authorised.
This authority is derived in the following ways
•	 As defined in the constitution of the club
•	 As set out in the general law of New Zealand governing 

clubs and societies
•	 As permitted by custom, precedent or common 

practice.
•	 All Dogs New Zealand member societies are required 

to have written constitutions. These must be approved 
by Dogs NZ as must any amendment to them.

A Society’s Constitution
A Society’s consitution does the following: 
•	 Sets out the aims of the club and defines the limits 

of the club’s authority. If the club acts outside this 
authority then it is acting ultra vires which is another 
way of saying outside its powers or illegally.

•	 Sets out the structures of the club and the procedures 
for creating and maintaining them (e.g. size of 
committee and how they are elected).

•	 Defines who are members, how people become 
members, how they maintain their membership, and 
how membership can be withdrawn.

•	 Delegates certain functions to certain named 
individuals or group of individuals and defines what 
these functions are (e.g. defines the secretary’s duties).

•	 States what property a club can have and who is 
responsible for it.

•	 Imposes financial controls.
•	 Generally imposes limits on the club and its officers and 

defines the way the club conducts its business.
•	 The constitution is however only a base to work from.

The Authority of the Club
•	 As a member of Dogs New Zealand a society is restricted 

to act only as permitted by Dogs New Zealand Rules 
and Regulations and the club’s status pursuant to 
those rules and regulations. e.g. A recognised Specialist 
breed club under Dogs NZ Rules cannot conduct an 
All Breeds show as its activities are limited to activities 
for one breed only nor could it hold a championship 
show because recognised clubs cannot do this. It needs 
Associated status to do this.

•	 It is restricted to do those things only permitted by its 
constitution and the laws of the country. e.g. A dog 
club cannot run a shoe store because its constitution 
restricts it to canine activities.

•	 It cannot act contrary to law. This is mainly a problem 
when persons rights or property are in jeopardy, e.g. 

even though a club may have a clear procedure to 
dismiss a member this may not be sufficient at law 
because when discipline of any nature is involved then 
a society must obey the rules of “natural justice” which 
require certain minimum procedures to be followed 
regardless of what the society’s rules may say.

Club Authority Extends Beyond  Written Constitution
•	 Dogs New Zealand may grant authority to do 

something either specifically or by implication that is 
not specified in your rules which is a result of your status 
under the constitution of the Dogs NZ.

•	 You have many implied powers. These are usually 
powers that follow automatically to enable you to 
perform your functions but are not spelled out in the 
constitution.

•	 You have duties imposed upon you by the laws and 
customs of New Zealand.

•	 You may receive a specific authority from the members 
to act outside the constitution.

The Powers of the Officers of the Club
•	 Are collectively limited to the powers defined in the 

constitution or as extended in the above ways.
•	 Are individually limited to the powers granted to the 

individual positions held (e.g. Usually only a secretary 
can write correspondence on behalf of the club unless 
it is laid down that another person can do this)

•	 Are individually limited to powers given to a person 
holding this position or are traditionally conducted 
by that individual or a person holding that position.

Conduct of Club Affairs – Who Does What?

This can be established in several ways
•	 Set out in the constitution.
•	 By personal delegation from the individual responsible 

to do the job.
•	 By order of or with the approval of a General Meeting 

or the committee.
•	 By tradition or precedent.
•	 By implication.
If, however, a job has been established by any of the above 
methods then to alter the authority to do this job requires 
a specific revocation of the authority given in the same 
way it was created.

Role of the Committee
A committee is charged with the management of the club 
and is responsible to the membership. Its main functions 
are:
•	 to approve, plan and run club activities
•	 to oversee daily management by Executive Officers
•	 to manage club assets
•	 to manage membership.


