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Why did the Kennel Club launch a Scheme?

« The Kennel Club has designated Pugs, Bulldogs &
French Bulldogs as high profile(category 3 breeds) since
2009, with significant concerns about brachycephalic
obstructive airways syndrome.

* In 2010 the Kennel Club Charitable Trust funded BOAS research at the
University of Cambridge who went on to form a BOAS group. Breeders and

owners of Pugs, Bulldogs and French Bulldogs have contributed to the research
over ten years to date.

. The Kennel Club launched the scheme is partnership with the University of
Cambridge in February 2019. The Kennel Club appointed Dr. Jane Ladlow to be
Chief Assessor of the Respiratory Function Grading Scheme as Jane had been
key to the BOAS research group since 2010.
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Who is the RFG Scheme for and what is the
process for breeders and owners?

 The scheme is available for Pugs, Bulldogs and
French Bulldogs and dogs must be a minimum of
12 months of age to participate in the scheme.
Dogs must be reassessed every 2 years.

» To be assessed as part of the scheme the owner
must take the dog to a regional approved
assessor. All regional approved assessors are
trained by the chief assessor and are also required
to complete an online learning module.

 Owners can find a regional approved assessor on
the Kennel Club website here .
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https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health/for-breeders/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/respiratory-function-grading-scheme-regional-approved-assessors-list/

What happens duri
the owner receive?

Grading & Advice

What does each grade mean?
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What support and breeding advice is given to the
owner?

Breeding advice i, e
The way that BOAS Is Inherited Is not fully understood and Is not always entirely predictabie. JEEE R et e ITIS I TaTs|
Using the guidelines below can help you reduce the chances of breeding pupples affected University of Cambridge

by BOAS. However, even If used responsibly, this guidance cannot guarantee that a puppy Respiratory Function
Grading Scheme

from two unaffected parents will be free from BOAS.

DOG ONE (sire or dam)
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‘Green: The lowest risk of breeding dogs affected by BOAS.
Amber: A higher risk of producing pupples that may grow up to be affected by BOAS.

Red: A mating which has a high risk of producing puppies that may grow up to be
affected by BOAS. These matings are not recommended. Producing pupples affected
by BOAS has a serious impact on their heaith and welfare. A mating which may produce
affected puppies should never knowingly be carried out.
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